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MINUTES  
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Wednesday 10 November 2010 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-
assembly/whole-assembly 

 

 
Present: 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair) 

Jennette Arnold (Deputy Chair) 
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Richard Barnes 

John Biggs 
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Brian Coleman 
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Roger Evans 

 

Nicky Gavron 

Darren Johnson 

Jenny Jones 

Kit Malthouse 

Joanne McCartney 

Steve O'Connell 

Caroline Pidgeon 

Murad Qureshi 

Navin Shah 

Valerie Shawcross 

Richard Tracey 

Mike Tuffrey 
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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 Apologies were received on behalf of Gareth Bacon AM.  
 
1.2 The Chair informed the Assembly of the recent death of former Metropolitan Police 

Commissioner, Sir Robert Marks, and former GLC member, Margaret Williams, who had 
represented Battersea South from 1977 to 1981. 

 
1.3 The Chair also informed the Assembly that the GLA’s Facilities and Squares Management Team 

had recently won an award in the ‘Partners in Public Access Facilities’ category at the annual 
Premises and Facilities Management awards. 

 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the relevant Assembly Members’ membership of Functional Bodies and 
London Borough Councils, as set out in Item 2 on the agenda, be noted and 
recorded as personal interests;  

 
(b)  That the Chair’s declaration of a personal interest arising from her position as 

a member of the London Youth Games Board be additionally noted, insofar as 
it related to Item 4 (Question and Answer Sessions); and 

 
(c)  That gifts and hospitality received by Members, as set out on the Authority’s 

gifts and hospitality register, be noted.  
 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 
 

That the minutes of the Mayor’s Question Time meeting held on 13 October 2010 
and the Assembly Plenary meeting held on 20 October 2010 be confirmed as correct 
records of those meetings, to be signed by the Chair. 

 
 
 

4.   Question and Answer Sessions (Item 4) 

 
Part A: Question and Answer Session: Metropolitan Police Authority and 
Metropolitan Police Service 

 
4.1 The Assembly put questions to Kit Malthouse AM, in his capacity as Chair of the MPA, and Sir 

Paul Stephenson, Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis. 
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4.2 The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is attached as Appendix 
1.  

 

4.3 During the course of the discussion, the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis undertook 
to: 

 

 Investigate whether it would be possible to provide details of the policing partnership 
work currently undertaken, including crime prevention and diversion work, broken down 
borough by borough; 

 Provide details of the Safer Neighbourhoods public consultation document to the 
Metropolitan Police Authority; 

 Look into the issue of annualised hours and changing shifts to meet demands; and 

 Provide a written answer in relation to protocols regarding publication of images of 
street prostitutes on the internet. 

 
4.4 The written answers to those questions not asked or answered at the meeting are attached at 

Appendix 2. 
 

Part B: Functional Body Question Time: London Development Agency 
 
4.5 The Assembly put questions to Harvey McGrath, Chairman of the LDA, Sir Peter Rogers, Chief 

Executive of the LDA (who departed at midday), and Sir Simon Milton, Deputy Mayor and 
Chief of Staff, GLA. 

 
4.6 The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is attached as Appendix 

3. 
 
4.7 The written answers to those questions not asked or answered at the meeting are attached at 

Appendix 4. 
 
4.8 During the course of the discussion, at 12.30pm the Chair proposed, and it was agreed, (with 

12 votes in favour and 9 votes against) in accordance with Standing Order 2.9A, that the 
meeting be extended in order to allow the consideration of the remaining business on the 
agenda. 

 
Part C: 

 
4.9 The Assembly agreed the following motion, submitted in the name of the Chair, in respect of 

the question and answer session with the MPA/MPS: 
 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked in relation to the 
Metropolitan Police Authority and the Metropolitan Police Services.” 
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Part D: 
 
4.10 The Assembly agreed the following motion, submitted in the name of the Chair, in respect of 

the question and answer session with the LDA: 
 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked in relation to the 
London Development Agency.” 
 

4.11 During the course of the discussions, it was suggested that the Assembly hold a further 
question and answer session with the Metropolitan Police Authority and Metropolitan Police 
Service at the beginning of 2011, once full details of the policing budget settlement became 
clear, and also schedule a further question and answer session in relation to the London 
Development Agency. The Chair agreed to discuss this matter with Members outside of the 
meeting. 

 
 

5.   Petition (Item 5) 

 

5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

5.2 Len Duvall AM presented a petition with the following prayer:  

 
"We the undersigned, call upon Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, to reverse his decision to 
remove the pedestrian crossing on Lewisham Way, the effect of which would be to make 
crossing to St. John's Train Station and St. John's Medical Centre more hazardous to 
pedestrians." 

 

5.3 Resolved:  

 

That the petition be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 

London, for response. 
 
 

6.   Petitions Update (Item 6) 

 
6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
6.2 Resolved:  
 

That the response received to a petition presented at a recent Assembly meeting be 
noted.   
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7.   Annual Pay Award for the Statutory Officers & Elected Members' 
Remuneration (Item 7) 

 
7.1       The Assembly received the report of the Head of Paid Service.  
  
7.2    It was noted that the decision of the Mayor and Assembly in November 2009 on the 

recommendations of the Senior Salaries Review Body (SSRB) had been that elected Members’ 
remuneration should reflect the local government staff national pay settlement and that, if the 
GLA should depart from the national local government settlement for its own staff, the 
SSRB would undertake a further review of the up-rating mechanism for elected Members. 

 
7.3  Roger Evans AM proposed that recommendation 2.2 of the report be amended to the effect 

that the decision of the Assembly taken in November 2009 in relation to the body which 
would undertake the review of elected Members’ remuneration be rescinded and that, if at any 
point the Local Government Employers Organisation advised that the local government staff 
national pay 2010 settlement had been re-opened and if it resulted in a conclusion other 
than no change, or if the GLA should depart from the national local government settlement 
for its own staff in future years,  the Assembly would be asked to consider and agree the 
appropriate body to undertake a further review of Members’ salaries. 

  
7.4  The Chair, noting that this matter would require a joint decision with the Mayor, suggested 

that Authority be delegated to the Chair to commission, jointly with the Mayor, the 
appropriate body to undertake a further review of Members’ salaries, should this situation 
arise. 

  
7.5  The Assembly agreed the amendment proposed by Roger Evans AM, and agreed the 

recommendations, as amended, by general consensus.  
  
7.6 Resolved: 
 

(a)    That the Head of Paid Service’s proposal to not award any pay increase to three 
statutory officers, namely the Head of Paid Service, Chief Finance Officer and 
Monitoring Officer (the Chief Executive, Executive Director of Resources and 
Executive Director of Communities and Intelligence respectively) be approved, 
noting that this is a joint decision with Mayor;  

 
(b)    That, as set out at paragraph 3.4 of the report, it be noted that elected 

Members’ salaries for the 2010/11 year automatically remain at the existing 
levels; and 

 
(c)    That, subject to the agreement of the Mayor, the decision of the Assembly 

taken at its meeting of 11 November 2009 in relation to the body which would 
undertake the review of elected Members’ remuneration be rescinded and that, 
if at any point, the Local Government Employers Organisation advises that the 
local government staff national pay 2010 settlement is re-opened and if it 
resulted in a conclusion other than no change, or if the GLA should depart from 
the national local government settlement for its own staff in future years, 
authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with Group Leaders, to 
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commission, jointly with the Mayor, the appropriate body to undertake a 
further review of Members’ salaries. 

 
 

8.   Request for Use of Section 60 (1) Powers  - Economic Development, 
Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee (Item 8) 

 
8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
8.2 Resolved: 
 

That the request of the Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism 
Committee that the Assembly use its powers under Section 60 (1) of the Greater 
London Authority Act to request that the Mayor responds to the recommendations 
in the Committee’s report, Legacy United? The legacy of London’s Olympic Venues 
be agreed. 

 
 

9.   Future Meetings of the Assembly (Item 9) 

 
9.1 The Assembly noted the proposals set out on the agenda to invite the Chair and Chief 

Executive of the Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC), Baroness Ford and Andrew Altman, at 
the 16 March 2011 London Assembly (Plenary) meeting to answer questions regarding the 
work and policies of the OPLC. 
 

9.2 Given the Assembly’s powers under Sections 61-65 of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended) to 
require the attendance of members and staff of certain types of bodies at its meetings, 
including bodies like the OPLC which had a contractual relationship with the Authority, and 
given that the Assembly’s usual practice was formally to require the attendance of Plenary 
guests, where applicable, as a matter of course, it was proposed and agreed to summons the 
Chair and Chief Executive of the OPLC to the 16 March 2011 meeting, to answer questions in 
relation to their contractual relationship with the Authority. 

 
9.3 It was agreed that they would additionally be requested to provide answers to questions in 

relation to the general policies and work of the Olympic Park Legacy Company. 
 

9.4 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That it be agreed that the 16 March 2011 London Assembly Plenary meeting 
be used to hold a question and answer session with the Olympic Park Legacy 
Company; and 

 
(b)  That it be agreed 

 
(i)  Under section 61 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, to require 

the attendance of Chair and Chief Executive of the Olympic Park 
Legacy Company (OPLC), Baroness Ford and Andrew Altman, at the 16 
March 2011 London Assembly (Plenary) meeting to answer questions 
in relation to the contractual relationship between the OPLC and the 
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GLA, for which formal notice will be given in accordance with section 
62 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 in due course, and; 
 

(ii)  That, in addition, the Chair and Chief Executive of the OPLC be invited 
to attend the meeting in order to provide answers to questions in 
relation to the general policies and work of the Olympic Park Legacy 
Company.  

 
 

10.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 10) 

 
10.1 It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly would be the Assembly 

(Mayor’s Question Time) meeting which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 17 
November 2010 in the Chamber, City Hall. 

 
 

11.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 11) 

 
11.1 There was no urgent business requiring consideration. 
 
 

12.   Close of Meeting  

 
12.1 The meeting closed at 12.55pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chair  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 

Committee Services Manager 
GLA Secretariat, City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
 

Telephone: 020 7983 4421 
Email: rebecca.arnold@london.gov.uk 
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